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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0940 

USCINCSO FOR USAFSO/QUARRY HEIGHTS, CANAL ZONE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BPRO, EAIR, PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTERS FOR NICARAGUA 

REF: (A) STATE 42360 (NOTAL) (B) MANAGUA 0903 
(C) MANAGUA 848 (D) MANAGUA 0721 

1 . REFTEL A INSTRUCTING EMBASSY NOT TO ASSIST GON IN CARRYING OUT 
PURCHASE OF HELICOPTERS FOR NICARAGUAN AIR FORCE (FAN) AT THIS 
TIME CROSSED WITH REF B IN WHICH EMBASSY POINTED OUT THAT MINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC WORKS HAS ISSUED TENDER CALL FOR SIX HELICOPTERS (REF C). 

IN REF B, EMBASSY ALSO NOTED THAT, ACCORDING TO SOURCE IN GUARDIA 
NACIONAL, THE SIX HELICOPTERS REQUESTED IN THE TENDER ARE THOSE WHICH 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE WANT FOR FAN. 

2. MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS GONZALEZ TODAY, FEB. 25, INSISTED TO EMB- 
OFF THAT THOSE HELICOPTERS ARE TO BE USED BY HIS MINISTRY. GONZALEZ 
DECLINED TO GO INTO DETAILS, HOWEVER. 

3. BASED ON DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE (REF A), EMBASSY WILL TAKE NO 
FURTHER ACTION IN THIS MATTER. 
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